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The Lyden Magazine – March 2022 

Dear Friends, 

The month of March is often cold & windy, and as if that isn’t enough LENT begins on the 2nd of the 
month! If we are honest, we hardly greet that prospect with any sense of thrill or excitement. A cold 
shiver may well go through us as we recall teachings about self-denial and hear words such as ‘sin’, 

‘penitence’ or ‘contrition’.  

The Church, too, in its colours and symbols adopts sombre shades – gone are 
the flowers and bright colours and in their place the solemn mantle of purple 
suggests sadness, hardship and austerity. 

That sort of atmosphere certainly has a place, but it does not mean that Lent 
has to be viewed only as a time of heaviness and harshness, often captured in 
the negative question ‘What are you giving up for Lent?’ 

There ought to be something far more positive about our observance of this 
season, a balance of attitude which can be summed up in the alternative 
question ‘What are you taking up for Lent?’ for both the giving up and taking up 
are vital elements of our Lenten discipline. 

The whole purpose of Lent is to prepare Christians for the events which stand at the very heart of 
our faith – the journey through Holy Week and the joyful celebration of Easter. This preparation will 
involve giving up those things which are not part of God’s will for our lives, but it must also involve 
us in taking up those things which bring us closer to him. 

I often think of Lent as the time for a ‘spiritual spring clean’ – a time to get rid of all the 
accumulated clutter and rubbish, to let in the fresh air and to apply the polish. So let us give up all 
that keeps us apart from God, and repent of our sins – then we will find room to take up God’s 
forgiveness. Let us feel the breath of his Spirit bringing renewal 
into our hearts, minds and lives; and let us, by prayer, worship 
and study, grow closer to him. 

So let us get out our spiritual mops, buckets and dusters and use 
them. Then we will find ourselves prepared and ready to enter 
more fully into the experience of Holy Week and Easter. 

Happy spring cleaning! 

With love and prayers 

Sandy 

Revd Sandy Railton: 01793 814162/07867 525641           Email: sandyrailton@icloud.com 

 

Confirmation 

Last Saturday I was privileged to take the baptism of little Tobias at St Swithun’s Church, Hinton Parva. As I 
walked up the church path I was delighted to see clumps of snowdrops – those brave little flowers that 
symbolise that spring is on its way and new life will blossom. 

God parents took promises on behalf of Tobias as he entered into the Christian Faith. In time we hope that 
he will come to take those promises for himself in a service of Confirmation. 

If you, or your child, would like to explore what Confirmation means then please let me know. We are hoping 
to meet as a group to discuss the Christian faith and how we live it in today’s world. The Confirmation 
service, taken by a Bishop, will take place later in the year. 

Pray that we may blossom with the joy and new life of those first snowdrops. 

about:blank
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Church Services March 2022 
 

Benefice of Lyddington and Wanborough and Bishopstone 
with Hinton Parva 

 

Ash Wednesday 2nd March 7pm at All Saints, Liddington 
 

Sunday 6th March 10.30am at St Swithun’s, Hinton Parva 
 

Sunday 13th March 10.30am at All Saints, Liddington 
 

Sunday 20th March 10.30am at St Mary’s, Bishopstone 
 

Sunday 27th March 10.30am at St Andrew’s, Wanborough 
 

Sunday 3rd April 10.30am at St Swithun’s, Hinton Parva 

 

Wanborough Farmers’ Market 

The next Wanborough Farmers’ Market and Community Connect Café will be on Saturday 19th March, 
9am to midday, Wanborough Village Hall, High Street SN4 0AD. For more information 
see www.wanborough.info or  
call Sue and David Birley on 01793 790438 or email sbirley@gn.apc.org  

Mike Binks 

On behalf of my family and myself, I would like to thank All those people who came to pay their respects to dear Mike at his 
funeral service on Monday 7th February, in St Andrews Church. To see so many there, it was so supportive and uplifting, from 
the choir in front to the people in the congregation behind, which sustained me through the whole service. A service led so 
beautifully by Sandy and Robin. 

Thank you all for your prayers and support during Mike's illness. 

It is a shame I cannot thank you all individually, but due to your generous donations, £415 was raised to be equally shared 
between the wonderful Prospect Hospice and St Andrews Church. A very fitting memorial to a lovely gentleman.  

Myra Binks 

Wanborough Churchyard Clear-up 

The next Wanborough Churchyard Clear-up session will be on Saturday March 12th from 10 am until about 12 midday.  Come 
and see our lovely Churchyard. All welcome, especially newcomers and children with parents. If you have spare snowdrops to 
plant (‘in the green’), do bring them along. There is always Ivy to clear and path-edging, etc. Secateurs, pruning saws, etc 
helpful’.  

David Birley 

http://www.wanborough.info/
mailto:sbirley@gn.apc.org
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Dates for your Diary - March 2022 

Front cover picture 

Front cover picture was taken by Katie Gurr, a view across to Liddington Hill from the bottom of Pack Hill  If anyone would 
like their photo to feature on the front page please e-mail them to lydenmagazine@gmail.com   

Save the Date - Future events in the Benefice 

If you have a village event that you would like to advertise so that we can all save the date e-mail details to 

lydenmagazine@gmail.com.  

Wanborough coffee morning- open to all! 
Thursday coffee mornings have now been running in the village since October 2018, to huge success! 
The morning is open to everybody. We have had visitors from six months old to almost 100 years old! 
When we first started in 2018 some weeks we had as few as four people, we now have as many as forty-
five! The morning has a very welcoming, friendly atmosphere. Come and meet old friends and new! 
We are currently hosted in the Brewers Arms every Thursday, come any time between 10.30am and 
midday. Join us for coffee and an excellent selection of homemade cakes for just £3.50. Lifts can be 
available for those who need it, please contact the number below. 
Thanks to Amy and Paul at the Brewers for hosting this village event, and to our volunteers who help 
make it such a success. 
 
See you Thursday! 
 
Lorna Naseem, The Old Post Office, High Street,  01793 791206  

Coffee morning dates include: 3rd, 10th, 17th, 24th & 31st March  
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 Wanborough Parish Council 

At the Parish Council meeting in January, Mike Webster stepped down as Vice Chairman, but 
confirmed he wished to remain as a Parish Councillor.  We are pleased to confirm that Dave Hayward 
has been appointed as the new Vice Chairman.  Dave is a very experienced Parish Councillor and will 
support Bob Biggs as Chairman. 
 

Village Maintenance  

The village Handyman continues with some winter maintenance around the village 
including clearing some pavements.  He has recently cleared the pavement on Church 
Road (between Ham Road & Stacey’s Lane) that had become muddy.  He has also 

cleared the pavement on the High Street from Rotten Row up to the bus stop opposite The Brewer’s, which has 
made it considerably wider and much better for users. 

To improve the footpath next to the pond at Hooper’s Field we have laid some wood chippings down to 
make it less muddy, and easier to walk. 

Our grass cutting contractor will be starting from mid March, subject to ground conditions.  This includes 
all public open spaces around the village, but please note this doesn’t include the highway verges. 

If you need to report any village maintenance issues to Parish Council then this can be done by contacting 

us directly as follows:- 

E-mail - Clerk@wanborough.info 

Mobile - 07588 769829, you can ring, text or send a WhatsApp message.  

Please provide as much information as possible; what you are reporting, location and add any photos you may have, but this 

isn’t essential.  

Please do not use Facebook to report maintenance issues as the Parish Clerk cannot keep track of these. 

Three litter picks around the village are planned:- 

• Thursday 17th March - Meet at Foxhill bus stop at 10am 

• Friday 18th March - Meet at the Allotment car park at 10am  

• Saturday 19th March - Meet at Calley Arms at 10am 

All equipment is provided, please wear clothing suitable for the weather conditions.  Please note litter picks on 17th & 18th 

are not suitable for children.  Families are welcome on the 19th March.  Look forward to seeing you there. 

Village Community Walks 

We are planning to restart our village community walks in March, which the first on Friday 25th March, meeting at St 

Andrew’s Church car park.  We are also hoping to be able to offer refreshments at the end of the walk once again 

subject to there being no change in covid-19 restrictions.  Below is the current schedule of planned walks.  Everyone is 

welcome to attend, please wear clothing suitable for the weather conditions.  We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Hooper’s Field - Driveway 

We are pleased to confirm that the driveway and entrance at Hooper’s Field has been repaired.  Parish 
Council agreed at their meeting in January that it was better to completely remove the green grid that had 
lifted in places, to scrape the surface down and to re-apply hard core and dressing to make the driveway 
level.  We are pleased with the work carried out, as the contractor has done a good job.  Parish Council 
managed to gain some covid-19 grants and this money has been used to pay for this repair work. 

Please drive carefully and slowly when you enter the facility - many thanks  

The next Hooper’s Field committee meeting is due to be held on Monday 14th March at 7.30pm at 
Wanborough Village Hall.  

Finance  

Precept 2022/23 

At the Full Parish Council meeting on Monday 24th January 2022, the Budget and Precept for the year 1st April 2022 to 31st 

March 2023 was approved. 

Parish Council agreed to increase the Precept from £91,099.44, £97.99 per Band D to £103,420.62, £110.73 per Band D an 

increase of £12.74 (13%) per Band D per year.  

The main reason for the increase is to allow the Parish Council to seek to employ a new part-time "Assistant Clerk", a new 

position within the Council, to help with the ever increasing work load and to provide additional support for the Parish Clerk. 

Parish Council have also approved additional hours for the Handyperson over the summer months from 8 hours to 14 hours a 

week, again to provide additional time for him to carry out his work to maintain the village to the standard everyone would like 

to see.  

A copy of the budget for 2022/23 is available to view on the Parish website www.wanborough.info  

If anyone has any questions relating to the Budget / Precept then please contact the Parish Council by e-mailing 

clerk@wanborough.info  

Planning 

Redlands 

We have recently received confirmation that Swindon Borough Council has approved three of the “Reserved Matters” for the 

Redlands’ planning applications including:- 

1. The main spine road into the new development from Wanborough Road; 

2. Erection of 79no dwellings (Phase 1) - Vistry Homes 

3. Erection of 81no dwellings (Phase 1) - Bellway Homes 

Now the above applications have been approved we will start to see work progressing on this development at Redlands.  

Please note these applications are for the first phase, there are due to be 370 homes in total,  which will start to come forward 

over future phases. 

Queen’s Platinum Jubilee - 3rd June 2022 

We have a group of volunteers who are currently planning a family event in the village on Friday 3rd June 2022 

to mark the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.  Please keep this date free as it will be lovely to see as many residents as 

possible attending on the day.   Further details to follow next month. 

 

Next Parish Council Meeting 

The next Parish Council meeting is due to be held on  Monday 28th March 2022 at Wanborough Village Hall starting at 7.30pm.  
All residents are welcome to attend, subject to the current government guidance. Please note that there is currently a limit to 
the number of residents we can have at any meetings so please book your place with the Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info  

Angela Raymond, Clerk to Wanborough Parish Council 

 

Parish website - www.wanborough.info   
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Great News  

Inlands Farm, Science Park Planning Application  

DISMISSED 

The Inspector appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, Paul Griffiths, published his decision 

and report on 24th January 2022. 

We were extremely pleased to receive the Inspector’s decision to “Dismiss” the whole application at Inlands Farm.  We were 

also very pleased to read his report which showed he completely supported everything that we had highlighted in our 

submission to the Inspector.  The full report is available to download on our website www.wanborough.info. 

To highlight some of the main points from the Inspector report:- 

The Inspector recognised the importance of the area of non-coalescence:  

“We are told the character and identity of Wanborough, Bishopstone and Bourton will be protected by a principle of non-

coalescence between the settlements.  Land between the New Eastern Villages (NEV) site boundary and the existing villages 

shall remain part of the countryside, where only development that is small in scale will be permitted, where it retains and 

enhances countryside character.”  

What the Inspector said in relation to the Character and Appearance of the site: 

“It is squarely within the setting of the AONB, and an important part of the transition between the slopes of the downs to the 

south, and the flatter land to the north.  Moreover, and more importantly, it is, in large part, in an area to be protected from 

development in order to prevent coalescence between outlying settlements, and Swindon, and the NEV.  It is crisscrossed by 

various footpaths too.” 

“On the overall basis, the site is much more than ‘mere 

countryside’, in my view, and it does have characteristics that 

take it ‘out of the ordinary’.  To my mind, the appeal site should 

be considered to be a ‘valued landscape’.” 

“The scheme would bring a hard edge to the northern 

boundary of the AONB and remove the sense of transition 

between the downs to the south, and the flatter land to the 

north.  In simple terms, it would bring development right up the 

edge of the AONB.” 

“In my view, and there would be a great deal of harm caused 

by it to the setting of the AONB, thereby undermining the purpose of the conserving and enhancing the natural beauty of the 

AONB itself.” 

What the Inspector said in relation to transport network: 

“I acknowledge the concerns of many local residents and their representatives about current traffic conditions on the routes 

through the villages in the vicinity of the appeal site, and the relationship of these traffic conditions to events on the nearby M4 

motorway.  There is evidently an existing problem, and it is one that I was able to observe during my site visits.” 

What the Inspector said in relation to other sites: 

“It has not been demonstrated conclusively that it could not be accommodated in a more favourable place in Swindon like the 

vacant Honda site, or at Great Stall West.  Neither has it been demonstrated that the benefits could not be realised elsewhere in 

the UK.” 

The Inspector’s concluding points: 

“The essential question is whether the benefits claimed for the proposal can justify the harmful impacts it would cause to the 

character and appearance of the area, and the setting of the AONB, and the setting and thereby the significance of the range of 
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designated and non-designated heritage assets described.” 

“In my view, the extent of the harm that would be caused by the setting and thereby the significance of the Upper and Lower 

Wanborough Conservation Areas, the two Grade 1 Listed churches, the other (Grade II) listed buildings in Upper Wanborough, 

to which I must attach great weight, would not be outweighed by the benefits of the proposal, taken at their maximum.  This 

means that the appeal must be dismissed…” 

“In my view, the environmental costs of the proposal, in relation to the character and appearance of the area, and the setting of 

the AONB and the setting and thereby the significance of designated and non-designated heritage assets, are simply too great 

to allow them to be outweighed by the economic and other benefits prayed in aid of the proposals, even if those benefits are 

taken at their absolute highest.”  

“In my view, the site that has been chosen for it is quite fundamentally the wrong one.” 

Special thank you to: 

Swindon Borough Council’s Planning Officers, their team of specialists and QC who put up a strong case to the Inspector, and 

received some rigorous cross examination from the applicant’s QC. 

SSPG’s Advocate John Moe, John Warr and the supporting team for putting forward a strong opposition and argument that the 

proposal was not a “Science Park”.  A considerable amount of research was needed to rebut the applicant’s case which 

complimented the evidence put forward by Swindon Borough Council. 

Wanborough Parish Council, including Dave Hayward, who presented a strong statement about the importance of 

Wanborough village and its heritage, together with the impact on the local environment and countryside.  Dave also attended 

the onsite meeting and walked the village with the Inspector pointing out key areas of importance. 

Bishopstone & Liddington Parish Councils, including Val Brodin & Gordon Wilson, for presenting a strong statement about the 

impact that traffic would have an impact on the surrounding villages, despite what the applicant was stating.  

Residents who spoke at the inquiry to provide local knowledge on the impact the proposal would have on the villages.   

And most importantly a big thank you to all residents who sent a letter of objection to Swindon Borough Council and supported 

the appeal against the applicant.  The shear number of letters received gave a strong message to the Inspector that this was 

not the right area for this development. 

Great team work 

WELL DONE WANBOROUGH & LIDDINGTON! 

Marlborough Concert Orchestra’s Spring Concert will take place on Saturday 26th March at 7.30 pm in St Mary’s Church, Marlborough  

Programme 

Mozart   Horn Concerto No 4 (soloist Laurence Davies) 

Grieg   Peer Gynt Suite No 1   

Grieg   Symphonic Dances  

 

Tickets on sale at Sound Knowledge, Hughenden Yard, Marlborough, from 
orchestra members, and on the door - adults £10, students £2.  

Coffee Morning at the Farmers’ Market 19th March 2022 
  
You might have heard the alarming statistic that there are now more food banks in this country than branches 
of McDonald's …. 
For many people, especially since the start of the pandemic, food banks have been a vital source of support to those who 
have to make choices between eating or heating….. so in March, all donations collected at the Coffee Morning at the 
Farmers’ Market will be sent to Swindon Food Collective who give food assistance to the hungry in our local 
communities.. 
So come for coffee, tea, cake and chat together on Saturday 19th March, and help the work of this amazing charity. 
In January we raised nearly £180 for the Swindon & North Wiltshire Deaf Children's Society – thank you! 
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Liddington Parish Council 

DEFIBRILLATOR TRAINING 

Liddington & Wanborough Parish Council will be holding a joint defibrillator 
training session for residents in Liddington and Wanborough Parish. Date, Time, 
and Venue to be announced in next month’s Lyden, the website and Facebook. 

VILLAGE CLEAN-UP 

The next Village clean-up will be on Saturday, 26th March 2022, meeting at Jubilee 
Gardens at 09.30am for a couple of hours.  We will be doing the usual tidying, 
litter picking, cutting back overhanging shrubs alongside footpaths; in fact, 
anything you think will make our village look better and looked after.  

The Parish Council is concerned about your safety so please wear appropriate 
clothing, strong sturdy shoes, and protective gloves. You will be provided with a 
high-viz tabard and a litter picker on the day. 

All volunteers are most welcome to join us.  

ACCESS TO MEETINGS 

In an attempt to ensure full access to your Parish Council meetings it has been 
decided to hold the Public Session downstairs in the Village Hall and then move to 
the upper room for the remainder of the business from 7.30pm when the hall is 
booked out to other users.  Obviously, members of the public are permitted to be present throughout the whole of the 
meeting and are welcome to join the continuance of the meeting upstairs.  At present the Village Hall is not available for us to 
hold the whole of the meeting downstairs.  This is good news in that it means our Village Hall is well used but does mean we 
need to compromise for our Council meetings.  The public session will be the first item on the agenda after apologies and 
declarations of interest.  If this doesn’t work, then we may consider meeting earlier to enable the whole meeting to take place 
downstairs, but this would be subject to all Councillors and the Clerk being able to do so.  If you have any views on this, please 
do let us know. 

PARISH COUNCILLOR VACANCY 

We currently still have one vacancy on the Parish Council and given that that Liddington is a small council, and especially with 
Covid still around, it has been a struggle to be quorate at times. That threatens our ability to meet and do business and places a 
greater burden on Councillors still standing. 

To qualify you will need to have resided or had your principal place of work in the parish, or within 3 miles of it, during the 
whole of the 12 months prior to co-option. To find out more, please email the Clerk at parishclerk@liddington.org  or 
alternatively, speak to one of our Councillors.  

The next meeting of Liddington Parish Council will be held on Wednesday 2nd March starting at 7pm in the Village Hall. 
Residents are welcome to attend, following current Government guidelines. 

Alternatively, if you would like to raise an issue or ask a question, please contact the Clerk, via parishclerk@liddington.org  

Laura Evans, Clerk to Liddington Parish Council 

Liddington 100 Club 

The winner for January 2022 -  Jane Howes - Congratulations .  

Caroline Tams  

mailto:parishclerk@liddington.org
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 News from All Saints Church - Lyddington 
 

Coffee morning Monday 3 March 2022 at 10.30pm in All Saints Church, come along and catch up. 

An amazing time was had by all at the Children's Valentine's Disco on Saturday, 12 February.  Thank you to everyone who 

came along and danced, played games.  

Saturday, 19 March 2022 

Family Bingo Night 

Liddington Village Hall, 7-9pm 

Book your space by emailing churchliddington@gmail.com or calling 07931 541331. 

More details facebook.com/groups/liddington and @churchofallsaintslyddington or instagram.com/liddingtonparish 

Save the date - Cinema night  Saturday, 23 April 2022. 

Revision of Church Electoral Roll of the Parish of Wanborough and Liddington 

The annual revision of the Church Electoral Roll of the Parish of Wanborough and Liddington takes place at this time of the year by the 
Parochial Church Council.  By having your name on the Church Electoral Roll you are entitled to vote at the Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
which is to be held on Wednesday 20 April 2022. 

Electoral Roll Application Application Forms can be found in both Wanborough and Liddington churches, or are available from the Church 
Electoral Roll Officer, Tony Pullan, and are to be returned to him by 2 April.  Any forms received after this date will not be included in the 
2022 Revision of the Church Electoral Roll. 

Please note that the Revision of the Church Electoral Roll is not related to the Civil Electoral Register which entitles you to vote at local Parish 
and National Elections. 

A G Pullan, Church Electoral Roll Officer, Parish of Wanborough and Liddington 

2 The Beanlands,  SN4 0EJ,  01793 790904 

News from the Church Bell Towers 

The bells of Wanborough and Liddington churches fell silent again for 5 weeks over the Christmas / New Year period because of the 
highly  infectious Omicron variant.  The areas that we ring from are quite small with poor ventilation.  However, the situation has improved 
considerably, and by observing the guidance to wear facemasks and to take Lateral Flow Tests, all ringing is back to nearly normal. 

This year will be a busy year for bell ringing.  In addition to Sunday service ringing, Friday night practices, and weddings, we have already had 
special ringing to mark the 70th Anniversary of the Accession of Queen Elizabeth II, where the bells of Wanborough and Liddington rang out 
on 6 February.  More ringing will take place over the long Bank Holiday weekend in June as part of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations 
throughout the United Kingdom, to celebrate The Queen ’s historic reign. 

I can report that there are two new learners receiving tuition in the art of bell ringing and they are making good progress.  Wanborough and 
Liddington towers are always looking for more ringers, and if anyone is interested in having a go at bell ringing, please contact Tony Pullan, 
to arrange your belfry tour and first ringing session.  Did you think that bell ringing is like the ringing monks in the Mars Bar advert?  Come 
and have a go to see what bell ringing is really like!  Learners practices are by arrangement, and we can now offer midweek and weekend 
practice sessions, during the day as well as evenings.  If you are a lapsed ringer, have you ever thought of returning to the tower? 
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Your Borough Councillor update - Gary Sumner: 

Ward Surgery is 9am – 11am 26th March at Wanborough Village Hall – please call or email me if you have 

questions on any subject. 
 

Gigabit update: I’ve received some questions from residents about progress (particularly where you may have seen no work 

nearby) – this is because parts of The Beanlands, Springlines, Stanley Close etc have suitable ducts already to pull the fibre through 

and Openreach don’t need to dig other than in a few locations where they have found a blockage. 

Generally: Since our last update the build team have secured the right space in the Swindon exchange and routing work follows 

with engineers testing the fibre that has been laid and mapping it for their fibre ‘planning’ colleagues. 

Once that is done they will start commissioning the first areas to be ready to go live from around the middle of March when some 

residents will receive an email inviting them to choose from a list of service providers. 

We do have to remember that this is a couple of thousand homes being laid with fibre to connect back to the Swindon exchange 

– a whole new network. 

Incredibly fast is not far away, so don’t sign new contracts until your connection is ready- then we can all start renegotiating 

telephone, broadband and tv services based on the new offer! I’m looking forward to us all being connected. 

Wanborough Traffic Calming:  

This scheme is funded as part of the Southern Connector Road project at a cost of around £600,000. It is a one-off opportunity to 

introduce features which will not ruin the feel of the village High Street, but which will make it less appealing to 'rat runners' who 

we hope will use the new Southern Connector Road. 

If the scheme didn't proceed there will be no funding available in future, apart from competing with other road safety 

requests across the Borough. 

This is an unprecedented investment in road safety/traffic calming in the village and something which I personally spoke for at the 

time the New Eastern Villages was allocated. 

A first consultation took place in Summer 2020 (a difficult time) which was published in the Lyden Magazine, social media, 

websites, local newspaper. I met a number of residents - with SBC officers in summer of 2021 to understand concerns and officers 

have apologised to residents for not coming back to them later last year as originally promised.  

In the past two weeks there have been three site meetings with residents to address concerns about physical features of the traffic 

calming scheme which affected those individual residents (be it access or parking needs). Others wanted to prevent lorries, then 

realised that would hinder tractors and buses. 

I attended two of these meetings with officers from SBC & residents and at the final meeting last Thursday I personally 

suggested a change to the village entrance at Callas Hill to resolve the objections. This will introduce an additional pair of 

village 'gateway' features (shortly before Callas Rise) and road markings to make the road feel narrower and reinforce the speed 

limit. This allows us to remove the 'build outs' between Manor Orchard and Callas Hill.  

This in turn leaves those residents unaffected in terms of access and parking and seemed to be acceptable to residents, but is 

subject to sign off in terms of road safety audit. 

We have also agreed (subject to final design) to move a build out uphill slightly downhill from Manor Orchard to accommodate 

residents parking. 

Overall, the original scheme created 6 additional spaces in the street, but this may well provide more with the changes. 

There will be a consultation in March on the required yellow lines and we have already agreed to remove them from outside the 

village hall. This was being done with good intentions of preventing people from blocking the Village Hall parking, but the hall 

representatives are confident that they will not be affected as it allows their users additional parking in busier times. 

20mph speed zones: 

I have received many emails of support for 20mph ‘speed zones’ in the villages. I’ve had suggestions of Ham Road from the 

Doctors to The Hollow, Church Road and the top of Kite Hill (where there is no pavement). Also a request for Rotten Row. I will see 

if the Parish Council agree and organise a survey.  

Roads & Flooding:  

I’m awaiting a decision on wheel washing to reduce mud on our roads from the construction projects. 

Highways News: I would thoroughly recommend signing up for the New Eastern Villages newsletter as this is a regular emailed 

newsletter which updates you on the road schemes including White Hart, Wanborough, Commonhead, Southern Connector Road: 

www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter  

Please call me on 01793 790814 or email me: 

 gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk 

Ridgeway Ward website: www.ridgewayvillages.co.uk  

http://www.swindon.gov.uk/newsletter
mailto:gary@ridgewayvillages.co.uk
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Green light for police budget will see more officers on the beat in Wiltshire 

Wiltshire Police will see further investment in key policing services and more officers on the beat – after 
unanimous backing for the Police and Crime Commissioner’s budget. 

The county’s Police and Crime Panel, which holds the PCC to account and is made up of cross-party councillors 
from Wiltshire and Swindon, backed the budget at a meeting this morning. 

This support will raise the policing precept in Wiltshire by £10 a year to £241.27 for a Band D household for the 
next financial year. 

Total revenue for Wiltshire Police will be nearly £147m and is roughly made up of 50% funding from central Government and 50% from local 
council tax. 

The panels backing allows the Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner (OPCC) and Wiltshire Police to invest in key areas including roads 
policing and collision investigation, violence against women and girls and tackling child abuse and exploitation, in addition to the extra 67 
police officers recruited via the national uplift programme. 

After five years of increases funded locally, and through the national uplift campaign, the budget put forward by Police and Crime 
Commissioner Philip Wilkinson for 2022/23 will take officer numbers from a low of 934 in 2018 to 1,165. 

Police and Crime Commissioner, Philip Wilkinson said: “It is vitally important to me that now the Police and Crime Panel have supported my 
proposed budget for the next year that my office and Wiltshire Police can continue to deliver your policing service and deliver it well – 
making Wiltshire’s communities safer for all. 

“The decision to increase the precept has been a difficult but necessary one and I have noted people’s concerns and are hearing them loud 
and clear. 

“I am listening to residents when they tell me that they want a better and improved service from both the police and wider criminal justice 
system with improved outcomes and more visibility. 

“I continue to work with the Chief Constable to ensure that visible community policing remains central to future plans, and can confirm that 
the majority of the extra officers will be deployed to neighbourhood policing teams.” 

The budget is split between the OPCC and the Chief Constable with 98% allocated to the Chief Constable and the remaining 2% to the PCCs 
office for commissioned services, which includes supporting victims of crime and early intervention. 

“Residents in Wiltshire and Swindon have invested in policing and the next year will be about ensuring that investment is felt by ensuring 
that they feel safe in addition to being safe, increased visibility of officers and increased confidence in the force while working on key 
priorities outlined in my Police and Crime Plan,” Mr Wilkinson added. 

Central funding 

Wiltshire is the fourth lowest-funded Force in the country, and the current funding formula is due to be overhauled ahead of the next 
parliament. 

Mr Wilkinson said: "Only by investing in our police service and allocating resources effectively can we address the root causes of crime, 
enforce the law and begin to make Wiltshire safer, and this is a conversation that I will be having with our local MPs and the Home Office as 
the central funding we currently receive is not sustainable to the increasing demands our police Force continues to face.” 

Contact Information 

Zara-Ann Prendergast, Campaign and Communications Manager 
Wiltshire and Swindon OPCC, 07586496070,  Zara-ann.prendergast@wiltshire.police.uk 

Saving Lives in Wanborough 

Myself and my business partner, Trevor Grove have kindly donated another defibrillator to the Parish Council. It is intended 

that this unit be installed at Foxhill possibly in the old telephone box. The unit has arrived and awaits installation. It will be 

registered with Community Heartbeat, so if someone needs it dials 999 they will be directed to it and given the code to open 

the box. 

Update on The Plough defib: - The unit was bought and paid for last year, however the supplier (St John's Ambulance Service) 

are having tremendous issues with stock, the box arrived at the Plough last year, and we are promised the actual unit is 

imminent. 

Once all the defibrillators are installed we will have a very comprehensive coverage within our community with units available 

at Doctors Surgery, Hoopers Field, Village Hall, and soon to be installed at The Plough and FoxHill.  This will mean that most 

residents are now within quick and easy distance from a unit. One area, not adequately covered is Horpit, Burycroft and The 

Marsh which I am keen to raise money for so that one can be installed in this area too, subject to finding a suitable location.   

Martin Rowley 



 

14  Lyden Magazine 

TENNIS CLUB UPDATE 

Thanks to all the great coaching, WTC is certainly making its mark. Dan Hopkins has been selected to 
be part of the GB selection squad for VI tennis. Very exciting times lie ahead for him as he embarks on 
the first training camp to be held 5th March in Newcastle. Also 5 of our teenagers and 8 of our nine- 
and ten-year-olds recently took part in events at Delta Tennis. We are so pleased for Harry who was 
crowned the winner of the teenager category. A huge congratulations to Dan, Harry and everyone who 
played in the Delta tournaments!  

Are you interested in playing competitive tennis for Wanborough? Well now is the perfect time to join! Not only does 1st April 
represent the start of our new 2022-23 tennis season with new memberships and renewals, but we are also in the process of 
planning our participation in the Summer Leagues. Wanborough Tennis Club generally enters 2 Men’s, 1 Ladies’ and 2 Mixed 
teams into the Swindon Tennis League. Matches start at the end of the April and end in early August with matches played on a 
Monday for Men, Tuesday for Ladies and Thursday for the Mixed. If you are interested, please contact our Secretary Melanie 
Brough on 01793 741277. 

Membership renewals will be available from 15 March for registration. Details of current membership fees are available on the 
website: https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WanboroughTennisClub/Membership/Join. All “early bird” payments (made between 15 
March and 14 April) will receive a 10% discount. 

 

 

 

 

 

As part of our fundraising efforts, WTC has signed up for a scheme called “Easyfundraising”. Once registered to this scheme, all 
online purchases made from the participating retailers will result in a 'thank you' donation being made to the Tennis Club. This 
costs nothing to you as individuals, but we are very hopeful that over time it will contribute substantially towards our funds for 
the floodlights. 

We are therefore asking everyone in Wanborough and Liddington to help us by signing up to this scheme through the following 
web address: https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wanboroughtennisclub. Thank you all in advance for your support – 
we truly appreciate it! 

 

 

 

Hello to you all, a belated happy new year from Wanborough Bowls Club. Like many other clubs we have, and are still struggling 
to maintain our level of membership. COVID has affected this, what I mean by that is the prevailing lack of trust and confidence 
in mixing again, albeit in the open air. 

Our new 2022 season will, hopefully, commence in April with commitments to the Swindon & District and Wilts Leagues. This 
involves both men and ladies who have busy schedules planned. 

These are of course all subject to no "further restrictions" with the present pandemic situation. 

We are asking both ladies and gents to consider "having a go" on the bowling green. It's not an old fogies game, it's a young 
persons game that older people can play, You will be warmly welcomed should you decide to "have a go". 

Thank you for your time in reading this article. I can be contacted on 01793791439.if you wish to know more about this great 
game. I live in Kite Hill and have done so since 1967. Keep well, and my best wishes to you all. 

Tony Glasscoo ( Social Sec. W.B.C ) 

https://clubspark.lta.org.uk/WanboroughTennisClub/Membership/Join
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/wanboroughtennisclub/?utm_campaign=raise-more&utm_medium=email&utm_content=gs-e1
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Protecting the Canal Line 
 

The Wilts & Berks Canal Trust, along no doubt with many others, gave a huge sigh of relief when 
the appeal for Inlands Farm Science Park failed, but not because the canal trust opposed the 
scheme.  The trust’s charitable objectives do not allow it to take sides in any planning dispute, 
however, what it must do is to protect the route of the canal and ensure that it can be built.  This 
was done by engaging with the public inquiry. The revised science park scheme did leave a little 
space for the canal but if it had gone ahead then constructing those 600 metres of canal would 
have cost an extra £2 million. 

This was another of the battles the trust has been fighting for years to protect a buildable route through Eastern Swindon and 
Wanborough.  The protection afforded to the canal route in Swindon’s local policies needs to be stronger. Where a proposed 
development in the New Eastern Villages affects the canal route, the developer is obliged to provide only a corridor in which 
the canal can be constructed.  There is plenty of room for argument over how much space is needed for the canal and where it 
should go; the line on the policy map is just a pencil thickness.  The canal trust aims to create a long-distance green and blue 
corridor with its waterway, paths and bridges for easy public access.  The canal trust’s aspiration is that the developers will 
recognise the benefits of the canal by incorporating its construction positively in their plans. 

In previous battles the trust has secured a good corridor through Lower Lotmead village and made an agreement regarding the 
impact of the southern connector road on the canal.  The current battle is with the developer for Foxbridge South. They have 
asked the trust to move the canal line to allow more houses to be built but have not yet offered anything to the trust to deliver 
a more difficult and expensive route. 

The Eastern Swindon route from Badbury Park to Acorn Bridge on the A420 is very complex.  There are five roads to cross 
under, streams to cross over, Roman archaeology to avoid and about 10 locks to be located.  The trust has the outlines of a 
suitable scheme for the whole route which has been discussed with the Council’s planners but work has still to be done to 
complete the detail. With one more hurdle out of the way we can move forward again.  Ultimately the canal scheme will only 
be safe when we have a planning consent for the whole route.  In the meantime, much depends on support from the Council 
and joined-up thinking from the developers along the route to create an environment that will benefit everyone. 

Adrian Hannay (Programme Manager as a volunteer) 

The Old Boilers present 

 

Wanborough's 4th Beer & Cider Festival - Friday 22nd, Saturday 23rd, Sunday 
(lunchtime) 24th April. 

 

At the New Calley Arms Friday & Saturday 12 pm - 11 pm. Sunday (whilst stocks 
last) 12 pm - 3 pm. 

 

Don't miss out on our weekend deal for this years' festival. Buy a ticket online £10 for the Friday or 
Saturday; bring your glass and wristband for free entry the following day. An online ticket buys you £5 in 
beer / cider tokens, souvenir glass and programme. 

Entry on the day (without an online ticket) £12. CAMRA members, on proof of membership, can qualify for 
a further £1 in tokens. 

Here is the link for your online ticket(s). 

https:/www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-old-boilers 

 

Now, here is a little taster for beers coming to this years' festival; 

From Stoke-on-Trent, Titanic Brewery - Plum Porter 4.9% 

From Winchcombe, Goff Brewery - White Knight 4.7% 

Both award winning ales. 

Cheers and beers,  

Barry Hillier 

http://www.ticketsource.co.uk/the-old-boilers
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Can you help! 

We have recently received the following message from Anna who is trying to trace a relative.  The message 

received shown below.  If anyone has any information can they please e-mail lydenmagazine@gmail.com who can 

put you in contact with Anna, Unfortunately Anna doesn’t know the surname of Barbara. 

My name is Anna Onori, I live in Rome and I am writing to you because I am looking for my brother Edward, 

born in 1945/46, following a relationship between my father Benedetto and a lady (perhaps named Barbara) 

known on the farm where he worked as a prisoner worker during the second world war. I specify that my father 

had been assigned to camp 621 which I recently learned was located near Wanborough. 

Friends of Ogbourne St Andrew Parish  advised me to ask you to post an article on the Wanborough Parish 

website, (and any other  plublication that may be useful) in the hope that someone will recognise themselves in 

the photos I am attaching, taken in Rome and Magliano Romano, my father's birthplace, when my brother came 

with a girl to meet our father. 
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The End of an Era after thirty years.  
 
Recent news of the sale of Lotmead Farm to Developers brings to an end the storage, operation and repair of steam traction 
engines and railway locomotives which started 30 years ago at the farm in 1991 by Colin Hatch. This business grew from Colin 
working on his own to five engineers including brother Ian and trainees in the latter period.  
 

Many people will be familiar with the Steam and Vintage weekend called ‘Strawberries & Steam’ the annual event held in late 
June at the same time as Wimbledon fortnight, which promoted the Pick your Own at the peak time for strawberries. This 
event ran for 23 years, finally finishing in 2014. Attendance  had on average 250 exhibits including all types of classic vehicles 
alongside the steam engines, machinery displays, craft and trade stalls, Music, entertainment etc., something for everyone.  
 

Hatch Steam Engineers worked on many and various heritage projects. Locally two locomotive boilers were rebuilt for railway 
engines from the Swindon & Cricklade Railway at Blunsdon. Most local traction engine owners within a forty mile radius of 
Wanborough have had large and small jobs done at the works here including many with rebuilt boilers, the average age being 
80 to 100 years old. In 2016 a new firebox was made and supplied to one of the Welsh narrow gauge railways, the Vale of 
Rheidol, for their locomotive no.7 which was originally built in the GWR works in Swindon in 1923.  
Other projects include repairs to component parts of the Tower Bridge pumping engines in the City of London, and 
internationally the rebuilding of a locomotive boiler sent over from Sweden, and boiler 
parts constructed for a customer in Norway for a traction engine boiler. In house rivet 
manufacture has seen rivets being dispatched from Wanborough into Europe.  
 

Young people, the future of Heritage Restoration, have always been encouraged to get 
involved and trainees in the ‘black art’ of boiler making have been working under a Lottery 
funded scheme run by the Boiler & Engineering Skills Training Trust (BESTT), one of these 
young people has now started his own Heritage business in Gloucestershire. Over the years 
work experience opportunities have been provided for local schools in Stratton and Royal 
Wootton Bassett, in addition to students from the UTC college in Swindon. One lad even 
came from a school in Worcestershire so that he could work on steam engines. 
 
In 2013 Hatch Steam had their ’15 minutes of Fame’ when a production company working for BBC 2 were tasked to produce a 
series of three programs with two celebrities whose previous jobs had been in engineering. The series ‘Restoration Road Trip’ 
saw three days filming with the Hairy Bikers, Si King and Dave Myres proving to be both enlightening and exciting, with a lot of 
humour to boot! The Hairy Bikers were taught how to drive a traction engine in about 30 mins before 
driving the engine to The Harrow Inn for lunch.  
 
2016 saw the 175th anniversary of the establishment of the railway works in Swindon and as part of 
the celebrations Hatch Steam were commissioned to build a replica of the Works Hooter which was 
mounted on the roof of the Railway Museum. This was connected to a traction engine boiler and was 
sounded exactly 30 years to the minute since the original hooter last was sounded in 1986.  
 
None of the above would have been possible without Norman Parry at Lotmead and his appreciation 
for craftmanship, and his interest in all things mechanical. Hatch Steam specialize in ‘working in the 
past’ and now we will ‘downsize’ and move on hopefully remaining in the area.  
 
If you have a like-minded interest in Engineering and would be interested in having an occasional 
talk / presentation or discussion evening perhaps at the village hall or local pub, please make contact. Email 
colinhatch123@btinternet.com  

Jan 2012 009 is Colin and Ian hot riveting a 
gear assembly together. 

A completed locomotive boiler prior to returning to 

Bristol Docks Museum at ‘M’ Shed. Left Ian Hatch 
2014 - 3 traction engines at the New Calley Arms  

mailto:colinhatch123@btinternet.com
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Want to receive a soft copy of the Lyden? 

If you live in Wanborough Parish and you wish to receive the Lyden by e-mail rather than a hard copy delivered through 

your door then please complete the consent form which  can be downloaded as a word document from the Parish website 

www.wanborough.info, under “Information” then “Lyden” or e-mail Parish Clerk - clerk@wanborough.info who can send 

the form to you. 

SWINDON FILM SOCIETY screens the best new film releases from 
around the world as part of a programme of films shown between Septem-
ber and April each year. Our films are screened on Wednesdays at 
7.45pm at the Arts Centre in Devizes Road, Old Town, Swindon.  The 
guest price is £9 per film, discounts for members are available. 
  
 

System Crasher
Wednesday 2nd March 
9 year old Benni is out of control, a ‘system crasher’, but her goal is to be 
back home with her mum. 
  
A Beautiful Day in the Neighbourhood 
Wednesday 30th March 
A moving film about friendship and forgiveness. 
  
Full details of all this season’s films can be found on the SFS website:   swindonfilm.org.uk 

http://swindonfilm.org.uk/
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The South Swindon Protection Group of concerned residents are delighted with the recent decision by the government planning 

inspectorate to dismiss an appeal by Wasdell for a warehousing and science park at Inlands Farm, Lower Wanborough – thereby 

upholding Swindon Borough Council’s original planning refusal made in 2019 against the application. 

Inspector Paul Griffiths was appointed by the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government to adjudicate the appeal 

inquiry, which took place over several weeks in June and July 2021, followed by additional days and site visits in September. 

Mr Griffiths’ decision to dismiss the appeal was received on 24th January, supported by a reasoned report of all the factors 

presented. His essential question was whether the economic benefits claimed for Swindon by the proposal could justify the 

harmful environmental cost it would cause to the character and appearance of the setting of the Area of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. He concluded that, “...even if the economic benefits were taken at their highest, the site as chosen at Inlands Farm 

was quite fundamentally the wrong one”.  

A Swindon Borough Council spokesperson said: “We are pleased that the Planning Inspector agreed that the proposed 

scheme failed to accord with the adopted Local Plan. Wasdell as a company is a great success story, and we are really 

keen to find the firm a suitable new home so it can continue to grow in Swindon.” This was echoed by Sir Robert Buckland, 

MP: “I have worked closely with Councillor Gary Sumner in opposing this development as we both felt passionately the 

location was entirely unsuitable. I will continue to support Wasdell in their efforts to remain in Swindon”.  

John Warr, Chair of the South Swindon Protection Group, commented: “This is an admirable outcome. It vindicates all the 

concerns of the villagers of South Swindon, that this was the right idea in the wrong location. It reflects the hard work by 

the team and the patient support from the entire South Swindon community so worthwhile, endorsing that our local rural 

environment is worth protecting beyond simple financial gain”. 



 

20  Lyden Magazine 

Big Breakfast Plus 

Last summer I stepped down from my position of Chair of Governors at New College.  I had been on the 
Board for seven years and it was real honour to be involved in its life and times.  I was pleased to be 
part of the team bringing the two Swindon Colleges together and ensuring Swindon got the requisite 
funding to launch the Institute of Technology. 

But that’s all behind me now and very quickly I found I needed one more challenge before I called it a 
day.  Luckily for me, my very old friend Rosemary Curtis cornered me one day and who, along with 
Sarah Smith, persuaded me to join the board of Trustees for Big Breakfast Plus.  And here I am. 

You may be surprised to learn that Big Breakfast Plus first started giving a hearty cooked breakfast to the homeless in Swindon 
back in 1993.  It was called Broadgreen Breakfast Club and based at St Luke’s church in Broadgreen.    There have been many 
changes over the years including its name and expanding the remit to include those ‘at risk’ of homelessness.  However, it has 
stuck to its founding principles of serving the homeless with hot cooked breakfast.  Then came the pandemic and the lockdown 
which meant we had to cease meeting indoors and therefore unable to carry out our purpose. On the plus side the 
government/council pulled out all the stops and managed to provide accommodation in empty hotels in town for those 
sleeping rough. 

The trustees never gave up.  They continued to plot and plan. They invested in Greggs vouchers to take out onto the streets, 
and successfully applied for funding to cover equipment, masks, signs, and sanitisers for the return.  They continued to keep 
the charity ticking over till the pandemic eased back.  At last, when the restrictions were eased, we were again allowed to go 
out in masks and meet in socially distanced ways.  We immediately started to look for suitable venues that were safe and 
warm with good kitchen facilities.  It was such a joy to find the perfect place in the centre of town where we were welcomed 
with the kindness and empathy of the trustees of the aptly named the Pilgrim Centre at Regent Circus.   

We took on staff including a breakfast shift leader and a cook and our first tranche of volunteers 
who help serve the breakfasts. Some were new but many of them were the old and experienced 
volunteers of Big Breakfast who had waited to get back to this rewarding work.  I’ve done a couple 
of shifts now and I have got to say it’s an enormous privilege to meet our guests, learn about their 
lives, hear their stories, and laugh with them at their jokes. We started back on 20 January, and so 
far, we are only open on Thursday and Friday mornings 7.30am to 9am.  We are working now 
towards opening for five days and eventually return to providing a full seven-day service.  It’s 
taken time to get the word out so if you see someone out on the street who looks like they could 
benefit from a full healthy fresh breakfast please tell them about us. 

Big Breakfast Plus offers choice.  For people whose lives are often chaotic and uncontrollable we 
give them a moment or two where they can make choices.  They are invited to choose from a 
variety of cereals to a menu of hot food, brown and white toast and as many cups of tea or coffee they want.  It’s all served in a 
warm and welcoming café setting and with volunteers who take their order, serve their food to their table and when we are 
not too busy welcoming our guests, sit chat with them.  

If you would like to know more about Big Breakfast Plus and how you might like to help us, please visit and like our Facebook 
page @BigBreakfastPlus or look us up our website Big Breakfastplus.org.uk 

Charlotte Mannion 

Bishopstone with Hinton Parva WI 

On February 10th we met together at Bishopstone village hall where our speaker 
was Chris Rummings who talked to us about his passion for “Farming with 
Wildlife”. His talk was received enthusiastically by an appreciative audience!  Chris 
enthralled and informed us about his vision and the steps he has already taken on 
his journey to develop farming taking into account the welfare of all aspects of 
wildlife. He accompanied his talk with a presentation of beautiful pictures of 
butterflies, birds, plants etc which now live in harmony  due to a change in his farming methods.  Everyone agreed 
that it was a joy to hear a young man speak with such passion and knowledge. Thank you Chris.  

We were pleased to welcome four new members and if anyone else would like to join us we would be very happy 
to see you at our next meeting on March 10th at Hinton Parva village hall for our Annual meeting. Contact 790432 
for details.    

Judith Evans  
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Protected verge update 

5 years ago this spring, I took a greater interest in our protected verge. I chose to try and find out why 
it was protected and who was protecting it, as I could see it was being damaged and I wanted to 
make a difference. I found out that it has been a protected site since the early 1970’s, as one of 50 
special sites in Wiltshire and that it was given protected status specifically because we had 2 plants 
growing there, the Yellow Vetchling and the Broad Leaved Helleborine. The protectors were originally 
Wiltshire County Council, who passed the baton on to Swindon Borough Council when we became a 
Unitary Authority. The Baton has since been passed on to Wanborough Parish Council. I volunteered 
to be verge monitor as we no longer had one. In the 5 years that I have been the monitor I have done 
my best to promote what we have in order to help protect it.  

In those 5 years the Verge has deteriorated dramatically. Farm traffic 
and parked vehicles, litter and dog faeces have all done their little bit to make it more difficult for 
the plants to grow and thrive at a time when the weather is warming and ideal growing 
conditions are no longer there.  We have lost our Helleborine, the surface of the verge has been 
so badly damaged that our annual wildflower seeds no longer grow in some places, despite our 
best efforts to reseed. The Yellow Vetchling is at risk, as are the insects that need the flowers to 
survive and the birds that feed on those insects. 

I was less able to visit The Hollow last year and having returned to a regular walk in January this 
year I have noticed how quiet it is up there. The Stonechats are missing this season, as are the 
Yellow Hammers, Chaffinches and Corn Buntings, all birds that I had anticipated seeing signs of. 
New damage has been caused where old fences have not been maintained. And I feel I have 
failed. But the reality is, we have all failed this special place and unless we change our ways, we 
will lose it forever.  

What are you willing to do about it? 

Anita Basevi 

Wanborough Village Hall 

With Covid restrictions lifting we have seen a rise in bookings. 

Grants have been received allowing us to make improvements to both the inside and outside of the hall. 

Inside the hall has seen the former Playgroup cloakroom (accessed off the stage) having a makeover.  It has been decorated 
including moving coat racks and carpet added.  This will allow users of the hall to have a room to hang coats, store items during 
their hire and access the garden. 

Outside the garden has had a tidy up making it a more useable space for events.  An outdoor tap and electrical socket have 
been added under the canopy and under and over canopy lights have been added/upgraded. 

Our CCTV has been upgraded.  Our CCTV policy can be viewed in the Village Hall Section of wanborough.info. and a copy can 
also be found on the Village Hall noticeboard to the right of the fire door by the stage. 

We have had a few queries on how to book the hall/see if the hall is available.  Our booking system is held on 
www.wanborough.info  To access the booking system: 

• Click on MENU (situated at top right of page) 

• Click on ABOUT WANBOROUGH and select VILLAGE HALL 

• Information about the hall is displayed for your information.  This includes photos of the hall, booking prices and contact 
information. 

• Click on green tab HOW TO HIRE THE HALL.  This will give you an overview on how to book the hall or 

• To check whether the hall is available on the date you require click SEE BOOKING CALENDAR FULL SCREEN to access hall 
availability.  If you wish to book the hall, click on the day your require and follow the instructions. 

• You will then need to fill in the “Hiring Agreement Form” and email and make payment by bank transfer (all details are 
on the form) 

Please be aware that this is the quickest way to book the hall.  The hall is run by a Committee of volunteers and emails and calls 
may not be answered immediately. 

We will soon be updating the Village Hall section on wanborough.info to include a better inventory, more photos and a walk 
round video. 

If you are interested in learning more about how the Village Hall is run why not join our Committee.  For more information and 
date of our next meeting please email:  sarahingram@btinternet.com.   

 Sarah Ingram,  Secretary, Wanborough Village Hall 

http://www.wanborough.info
mailto:sarahingram@btinternet.com
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#Make a Difference to someone’s life today by choosing a 

rewarding and worthwhile career in Social Care. 

There is a consistent need for naturally caring and 

compassionate people to join the Social Care Sector. We can 

offer a variety of different job roles, varied hours of work with 

plenty of service providers across the Swindon Community. 

Whether you are looking to work in a Residential Care Facility 

or out in the wider Community, we need you now!  

Providing support to adults who have Physical and Learning 

Disabilities, those who have Dementia and need Sensory 

support, someone to listen, to care and be there – that’s what 

we need.  

Previous experience is not required, as you will receive the 

very best regulated training support, further educational 

opportunities and on-job coaching to get your career started. 

For more information on current job opportunities visit 

www.icarecareers.co.uk  or call us on 01793 317545 
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Much of Jefferies’ professional work was for newspapers, periodicals and so on, on the subjects of agriculture or country life, 

but he also spent a lot of time turning his hand to novels, usually with the same subjects at their core. Two of his books give 

fictional accounts of his own childhood growing up around Coate, with ‘Wood Magic’ all about a boy chatting to the creatures 

that live around his farmyard home, and ‘Bevis’ describing young Jefferies’ hunting, fishing, sailing and exploring adventures 

on and around Coate Water. The following passage is from a very late novel, ‘Amaryllis at the Fair’, published in 1887, the year 

of Jefferies’ early death, aged 38.    

“There had been daffodils in that spot at least a century, opening every March to the dry winds that shrivel up the brown dead 

leaves of winter, and carry them out from the bushes under the trees, sending them across the meadow – fleeing like a routed 

army before the bayonets of the East. 

Every spring for a century at least the daffodils had bloomed there. Amaryllis did not stay to think of the century, but ran 

round the corner of the house, and came face to face with the east wind, which took her with such force as to momentarily 

stay her progress. Her skirts were blown out horizontally, her ankles were exposed, and the front line of her shape (beginning 

to bud like spring) was sketched against the red brick wall. She laughed, but the strong gale filled her throat as if a hand had 

been thrust down it; the wind got its edge like a knife under her eyelids, between them and the eyeballs, and seemed as if it 

would scoop them out; her eyes were wet with involuntary tears; her lips dried up and parched in a moment. The wind went 

through her thick stockings as if the wool was nothing. She lifted her hand to defend her eyes, and the skin of her arm became 

"goosey" directly. Had she worn hat or bonnet it would have flown. Stooping forwards, she pushed step by step, and gradually 

reached the shelter of the high garden wall; there she could stand upright, and breathe 

again.” 

Daffodils still grow at Jefferies’ home, where this book was set, and many of the things 

described in the story are still just the same. Though now, with the farm being the 

Richard Jefferies Museum, one of the things that is definitely different is the phrases you 

might here. When it gets a bit chilly you might hear people use term ‘goose bumps’ 

rather than ‘goosey’, but you’re less likely to hear another phrase in the book when 

Amaryllis says that the men who drifted along the road towards the Fair were no 

"mashers, by Jove!" In Victorian times a ‘masher’ was a fashionable man, or a dandy. 

Personally I prefer to think that Amaryllis, a country girl, was judging the local men by her 

very high standards in potatoes. 

Photograph: A child discovers the delight of freshly picked potatoes at the Richard 

Jefferies Museum.     
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The Joke Box 

 One difference between men and women is that when a woman says "Smell 
this", it usually smells nice. 

 

 My wife found a load of gambling 'I Owe Yous' in my jacket pocket, so she 
destroyed them! Thank You Bernadette! 

 

 A bus station is where a bus stops. A train station is where a train stops. On 
my desk, I have a work station........ 

 

 Once went swimming with a friend in shark infested waters, he was a good 
Chum! 

 

 I scared the postman today by going to the door naked. I am not sure what 
scared him more, the fact I was naked or that I knew where he lived! 

 

 

Keep smiling all!  
The Village Joker  

St. Andrew’s Church Wanborough 

The Church is currently looking for volunteers for cleaning, please contact Gill Brown (07771 600162) 

confirming you are able to help, many thanks in advance. 

There are Books of Remembrance in All Saints’, Liddington and St. Andrew's, Wanborough.         

If anyone wishes to have a name recorded there, please contact a Churchwarden. 
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The HAIR and TRICHOLOGY Clinic 
Treatment of Hair and Scalp Conditions 

NHS & Private Wig Service   01793 741136 
 

Cameo Hair Salon Ltd 

   
 

7 High Street, Chiseldon SN4 0NQ 

01793 740147 

www.hairandtrichology.co.uk 

Private hairdressing rooms available, full PPE 

A & B Domestic Appliances 
Guaranteed repairs to washing machines and    

tumble driers. A genuine professional repair service. 

Contact Andrew Matthews at: 

E: aandbdomestic@gmail.com 

Tel: 01793 536332   Mobile: 07850 665925 
 

11 Farman Close, Eldene, Swindon, SN3 6DP 

Meadowbank House 
Traditional Bed and Breakfast 

Restful and luxurious accommodation in Liddington 

01793 791401       www.meadowbankhouse.com 

PAUL  BISHOP 
 

Interior and Exterior Painter and Decorator 

Free Estimates 

Competitive prices 

 
1 Manor View, Liddington 

Call Paul on 790768 / mobile 07770 751275 

http://www.meadowbankhouse.com

